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he had a son Gurditta, Nanaki by whom he had
three sons Ani Rai, Teg Bahadur and Atal Rai, and
Marwahi by whom he had a son Surajmal. Gur-
ditta came by an untimely end when only twenty-
four. He had been hunting and during the chase
one of his Sikhs killed a cow in mistake for a deer.
The cowherds seized the unskilful shot and would
not free him, unless Gurditta restored the cow to
life. This Gurditta, although he had the power,
did not wish to do as the Guru his father disliked
such miracles. At last to save his follower, he put
his cane on the cow's head and said, cArise and eat
grass.' At these words the cow got up and joined
the herd. The Guru was very angry when he heard
of the miracle. He said, 'It is not pleasing to me
that you should set yourself up as God's equal and
restore life to the dead.' Gurditta was deeply affect-
ed at his father's rebuke. He took his leave res-
pectfully and walked to the shrine of Budhan Shah.
There driving his cane into the ground, he lay down
and died of a broken heart.
On Gurditta's death, his eldest son Dhirmal
should ordinarily have been Har Gobind's succes-
sor. He stole the Granih Sahib, thinking thereby
to make certain of the succession. His ambition
defeated itself and Har Gobind chose his younger
grandson Har Rai to succeed him. When Har
Gobind was dying, Har Rai asked him what he
should do if the emperor attack him. Har Gobind
replied, 'God will be with thee and assist thee. Keep
ever by thy side two thousand two hundred mounted
soldiers.'
Guru Har Gobind died in A.D. 1645 after a spiri-
tual and temporal reign of thirty-seven years and